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Conscription

President Wilson's demand that national
defence should be placed on a permanent
basis by the adoption of a system of con-
scription is sound and wise, and The Trib-
une believes it is the duty of all Repub-
licans in Congress to support the President
us a matter of patriotic duty.

There has been—and there will be—a
great deal of confusion on the subject of
conscription; some of it honest; somse of
it purposeful. To understand the real
question it is necessary to think of it mot
es a question of meeting an emergency
of war but as a question of placing the
United States permanently on a sound
basis in the matter of national defence.

Conceivably there could be raised at the
present time a great volunteer army, an
army greater than could be equipped or
used just now. Conceivably, the United
States could always in a great crisis raise
volunteers enough and in eighteen months
after the outhreak of hostilities could put
a great arny in the field which in another
year would become effective. Such was
the expericnce of England measured by the
battles of the Somme and of Arras. But
had England been under conseription in
the years before the outbreak of the pres-
ent war she would have been able to put in
the field not less than two million men,
equipped and trained, in August, 1014,
The result would have been that Germany
would not have invaded Belgium or that
the defeat of the Marne would have taken
place at the French frontier and would
have been decisive.

Under conscription, the United States
would annually call up to the colors up-
ward of a million of young men between
twenty and twenty-one. Tt is inconceiv-

=hle that we should ever have to call more |
than four or five classes in any war; cer- |
tainly not more than five million men. It
is unlikely that we should have to ask|
more than one year's service with the |

colors, and we should thus use only the
young men before they have married and
before they have become highly trained
and productive instruments.

To-day we shall have to have recourse
to volunteering and take men between
twenty and thirty out of our national in-
dustries, away from their homes and their
families, because we have made no prepa-
ration on a proper basis in the years that
have gone by.

The outbreak of war under conscription,

[ater years—swells up in the heart. Even

French have held the Western front until
England arrived. The present crisis may
be passed without great suffering for this
country incident to a delay in putting
an army in the field. But these are
chances that no wise statesman or
thoughtful citizen would care to run,

The question of conscription is not the
question of raising troops to fight Ger-
many. The question of conscription is the
question of training men who can fight
when war comes, that our country may
not again be two years away from pre-
paredness when war does come. The Eng-
lich experience is the best illustration the
world could ever have of the futility of
the volunteer system, since it demonstrates
beyond all question that it takes not less
than two years, and nearer three, to put
a volunteer army in the field in such con-
dition that it may meet a conscript army
with a chance of victory. The story of
English failure in Gallipoli, in Neuve
Chapelle, at Loos, the tragedy of the early
glaughter of the Somme—these should be
landmarks to Americans. To-day the Eng-
lish army is winning battles, but there is
no English officer who will not tell the
visitor to the battlefields of France how
terrible has been the toll taken of the
best, the bravest, the material out of which
officers should have been made, by the
volunteer system.

The question is whether America is now
to prepare for the future or mnot. Con-
scription is the only method of preparing
a nation to be ready at the moment when
war comes. Volunteering is a syslent de-
v.ced 1o meet the emergency of an unpre-
pared nation. It has never yet in history
proven adequate. It is a system which
enables a nation to defend itself two vears
after it is attacked.

At Last!

What neither the equinox, nor gay bon-
nets, nor all the poets could accomplish
the right arm of General Wood set in mo-
tion at the Polo Grounds yesterday. Spring
is a shy young thing, very dependent on
the weather, full of temperament and
moods, and no female to tie up to. The
more you pine for her in a long, windy
March—a month often lasting at least a
thousand days—the less apt she is to let
you catch even a whisk of her skirt.

But the first ball game settles the ques-
tion. FEaster comes, the circus comes;
winter may hold his trenches. That sacred
white ball tossed north-northeast from the
Polo Grounds grandstand sweeps away all
opposition. Ancient memory of the first
crisp crack of a bat or the wonderful
spud of a ball against a glove—all Amer-
jcans have once actually played ball them-
selves, though you might never guess it
from their purely vicearious exercise of

a spring heavy with clouds, opened by a
major general, with company-drill of our
first line defence of hand-grenade throw-
ers, cannot disguige herself longer. What-
ever else the year may hring, we are to

staple evops. It is an admirable sugges-
tion. Since Mr. Hoover has decided to
place his splendid ability and experience
at the disposal of the food committee of
the Council of National Defence, that body
becomes the ideal one to handle this prob-
lem. But if its work is to be successful in
quickening production, eliminating waste
and keeping prices what they ought to be,
Congress must confer on it ample power
and authority. This course would be desir-
able enough in peace times which produced
food riots; in war time, with indicated crop
shortages and unprecedented demands, it
seems imperative. Only a Federal hoard,
with plenary powers, can meet the condi-
tions which will arise, and there is no use
in waiting to create it until the people are
suffering from little food and big prices.

Futile Frightfulness

From time to time in the last two years
rumors of an extraordinary and seemingly
futile farm of warfare huve come to this
country from several places invaded by
the German armiies. It is alleged that in
various ways efforts have been made not
only to cow the non-combatant populations
and reduce them to a state of absolute sub-
jection, but actually to exterminate them
without resorting to general and indis-
criminate bloodshed.

1t is, indeed, admitted at last by the
Germans themselves that they have poi-
soned wells, and after General Botha had
conclusive proof in his hands they even
ceased to deny that certain mines in South-
west Africa had been deliberately infected
with disease to render them useless. But
such devices, though contrary to common
usage in war, were probably directed
agninst the pursuing troops rather than
against local civilians, whereas the pur-
posa of the remarkable methods now in
question can only be to destroy all who can
possibly be reached, including old men
and infants.

Thus, when Rumania was invaded it was
reported on official authority that German
airmen had dropped infected sweetmeats in
the streets of Bucharest, neatly wrapped
in colored papers in order to attract the
attention of unsuspecting children. At
Rar-le-Due the same experiment is said to.
have been repeated, though without miuch |
suceess.  Fiven more surprising is the news
that large numbers of the inhabitants of |
several regions lately evacuated by Ger-|
muns in France have been systematically |
inoeulated with tuberculosis on the prv-j
tence of protecting them against smullpox. |

An effort has been made by a correspond- |
ent of “The World" to investigate this
matter, and he was fortunate in securing
the help of the Boston physician in charge
of the pathological laboratory of the Amer-
jcan Ambulance Hospital at Neuilly. Ac-|
cording to this expert authority, the evi-
denee is disquieting, inasmuch as the vac-
cinations were all made only a month or
six weeks before the Germans moved and
“only those who have been vaccinated have |
developed tuberculosis.” [

have warm, fresh days for a while at

any rate, |

Wanted—A Federal Food Board |

Coincident with the publication of i}ual
government's crop estimates indicating a |
serious shortage in winter wheat and the
news of Argentina’s wheat embargo comes
the announcement that speculators have
tied up certain foodstuffs of which the gov-
ernment must presently be a heavy pur-
chaser for the army. So far as the gov-
ernment ig concerned, this is not so alarm-
ing as it might be, for the government can

deal with food dealers as it has with muni-
jtions supply firms—set a fair price and
| take the goods at that price. But for the
ordinary houscholder, who has seen his

It is a singular circumstance that the
Germans, if they really feared an outbreak

| of smallpox, put off the order for general

vaccination to the last moment. The ex-
planation they gave, according to the un-
fortunate patients, was that “smallpox was

| vavaging all France.” It is therefore not

impossible that, though they were deceived,
their motives were of the highest and most
humane order and that they could not bear
to think of the consequences that might
follow the arrival of French troops in the
evacuated areas. It is even possible that
their real purpose was to provide against’
tuberculosis and that it happened, as it has
often happened in the past, that the tuber-
culin proved to be mischievous rather
than prophylactic.

If so, the unfortunate results should not

'the

| hors know that T am not & pacifist,

supposing that we should have it for ten|table bills mount alarmingly in the last!| . : sl

years, would supply us with a reservoir of | few months and is paying far more t.hmnj”md Lok to_ the o\‘ldenre.a e pns§1blt- me
trained officers and of trained men who|normal prices for eggs and vegetables at;prove'?wm in the humanity of the Germans,
could take the field, riot in two years, but in | this season of the year, the prospect is “'}?" hitherto hiave shown tio con:lpassi(ln g
two months at the outside, and we should | anything but cheerful. this sort. Most of the cases, it appears,

not be faced with the necessity of improvis-
ing a vast machine after the fact of war.

National service, which we call conserip-
tion, means calling upon every young man
to give a year or two years to training in
the army. It means that when war comes
we shall not only have trained men, but
that we shall not follow the unfortunate
example of the English and sacrifice our
best and bravest in the early period of
Jearning. There is no tragedy in all the
English story, splendid as are many of its
pages, greater than the tragedy of the un-
told thousands of the best, the bravest and
the most promising of the English young
.men who were sacrificed to national inex-
perience in all the battles that lie between
Ypres and the early stages of the Somme.

It is a fact well recognized that a eall
for volunteers brings instant response
£rom a!l that is best in the manhood of 2
nation, and finds its coldest response from
those who are least fitted to survive and
whose survival iz of least value to the
nation. Conscription takee every one. It
Joes not make a hecatomb of the best.
Volunteering takes the best and leaves it
for conscription, which always comes after-
ward, to bring up the least desirable.

A great deal is made by the opponents
of conseription of Great Britain's experi-
ence. It is true that the British have
made an army. It is true that to-day,
thirty-two months after the outbreak of
the war, the new English army is demon-
strating its capacity to win battles from
the German conscripts. But no one in
England would deny the wastefulness of
the method by which Britain's army has
been constructed, nor would he deny the
fact that it was the conscript armies of
France which held the Germans for the
two years while British volunteer armies
were training after the brave, but tiny,
British regular army had been destroyed
in the campaign from Mons to Ypres. No
one denies that men will volunteer. No one
denies that volunteers can be trained into
soldiers, but what all thoughtful propo-
nents of conscription urge is that no nation
ean afford to wait two years while volun-
toor armies are being trained.

It may be that in our future wars we
¢hall have an ally like France to hold
the line for us until we come up, as the
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i Suﬁr:éé -;;1:1 Pacifism

The Facts of an Anti Are Corrected
in the Interest of Accuracy

To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: At this eritical time it is essential that
people should carefully weigh their words in
order that they may not be misunderstood.
The suffragists especinlly feel this necessity,
an their question ia political, and no untec-
pasary enmity should be created by misstate-
ments. Will you permit a few words of cor-
rection and explanation of statements in
lotter published by Reberia Dorman, of
Brooklyn, in criticiam of Miss Rankin's vote
in Congresa on the war resolution, for which
she seems to hold the suffragists of the coun-
try responsible? She says: “The suffragists
in 1863 held a meeting in this city, condemn-
ing Abraham Lincoln for not enfranchising

women. The officinl ‘Higtory of Woman Suf-

frage' (Vol. II, page 270), shows that this
campaign cost them the friendship of Horace
Greeley,” and quetes from him to that effect,

A reference to the history at this peint
shows that the suffragists, led by Mrs, Stan-
ton and Miss Anthony, were trying to have
a woman suffrage elause incorporated in the
new conatitution that was being formed for
New York State in 1867, and not in 1863, The
Republicans wers working to have the word
“white” taken out of the suffrage section in

{ order that the negro men might be enfran-

chizsed, and were determined that the women
should not intrude their claims at that time,
which explnins the hostility of Mr. Greeley
and The Tribune.

A year or so later, whon the Fourteenth
Amendment was under discuzsion, the suf-
fragists made n vigorous campaign against
heving the word “male” incorporated, as the
word never had been used in the Federal
Constitution, and hore again they were com-
pelled to stand back and not interfere with
the enfranchisement of the negro men, Never
at any time did they hold President Lincoln
responsible, for in those days the President
did not dictate the actions of Congress,

The quotation from “The National Suf-
frage News," “There is hardly a suffragist
who is not n pacifist,” was used without the
context.  The quotation in full is as fol-
lows: “There is hardly a suffragist who ia
not a paeifist, but pacifism knows many de-
grees of solf-commitment.  Pacifism is an
ideal toward which we nre asll struggling.
2 Women aro averse to war. They dep-
recate jll-considered war talk in the name
of patriotism, They want peace. they work
for peace, they pray for peace. If peace can
be compelled, they will compel it. But suf-
fragists have shown that wemen will rally
pround America’s need if war ean na longer
be averted.”

This was published February 1. On Feh-
ruary 21, when war was imminent, the execu-
tive council of ane hundred of the National
Suffpnge Associntion met in Washington and
ffered the services of the association to the
government, should they be needed.

IDA NMUSTED HARPER,
Chairman National Suffrage Press Committee,
New York, April 10, 1017,

Good for Miss Rankin!
To the Editor of The Tribune,

Sir: 1 have read and also listaned to the
eritics and the scalds who are so surprised
and disgusted with the sobe and the tears of
Congresswoman  from  Montana, Miss
Jeannette Rankin, ns she voled “No"” on the
resolution for war,

Now, I am for war, and all of my neigh-
I am

0

alsn an uncompromising suffragist,

HBut for the life of me | cannot see why we
should expect u woman to lose all the graces,
or wenknesses, if you choose to call them so,
of her gex juet because we have given her
the righte to which she is entitled. Any anti.
=uffeugist ocught to be ashumed to sneer at
the sob that Miss Rankin tried to stifle when
she realized that her first publie vote would
help decide whether bloody waf should he
America's c¢hoice or not.  These very anti-
suffragista have dinned into our ears for
maonths that the granting of the vote to
women would brutalize our wives, our
mothers and our sweethearts. And when
Jeannette Rankin nets like the tender, sym-
pathetic woman she is the very eritics who
prophesied that women would lose their
femininity in polities now complain that
women don't lose it quick enough.

I am glad that Jeannette Rankin did give s
littje sob. I am sorry she could not see her
way cleny to vote against von Tirpitz and
Zimmermann and the other Prussian wolves,
I respect her as a woman of courage.
And T am glad she wnsn't the brazen-faced
hussey our anti-suffruge friends announced
suffragist women to be.
net expect the women of the United States

bhut

to abandon their gowns, their millinery or

even their high-heeled shoes just because we
allow them to vote. And we certainly de
not want them to lay aside their merry
faugh, or still the lullaby that only a woman
cun sing, or let their tears run dry, just be-
cause we have invited them in to consult
with us a8 to taxes and politics and loaves
and fishes and statecraft and war.

11 1 lived in Montana (and it is one of the
gregtest states in the Union) 1 would glory
in the spunk of the woman Congressman,
anid 1 would be for her for Senator from
Thank God she hasn't quit being
a4 woman just because she is s voter apd an
officeholder. The people of Montanu will
ret more for their money out of their little
woman Congressman, with the sob in her
throat, than most of the other states will get
out of their seasoned political hack.

All honor to the first woman Congressman
for proving that she is true to her sex! She

West Vireinia Legislaturs which proposes| did not please many of us by her vote, but |

ghe voted like a gentlewoman and we like

her for it. ALVIN M., HIGGINS.
Spuyten Duyvil, New York City, April 10,
1917,

Another Woman Votes "'Yes™
he Editor of The Tribune,
: Speaking on the great national crisis,

Episcopal rector said in his sermon to-day
at war undertaken to vindleste'idesls of

To t
o

te fight for prineiple. Miss Rankin must

| two atates is somewhat in wey of & jest. The have been drugged by anmmic pacifist argu- | Sheiny u feont

ments to have =o entirely mistaken the situa-
tion Congress confronted this week when on
Friduy morning she voted “No” in a burst of
emotionalism. From a Western woman Spar-
for the
ploneer has always faced danger with steady
nerves, It is no excuse for Miss Rankin that
we women oppose war because we visualize
15 horrors much mora mcutely than its glo-

1
ties mentioned were really on the bargain |
| ’ €8iN | ries hecnuse in the last analysis we suffer|shows a spirit of antagonism to compulsory |

of the blesding heart 1n the silent

Not the less must every woman with red
klood in her veing uecept the challenge to the
world’s honor Germany's overweening ambi-
tion has thundered, and “do her bit"” by en-
cournging the yourng manhood of her country
to shoulder the burden of patriotic duty and
fight for the flag. Justice, honor, freedom,
these three are greater than suffering, and
war is a cleansing fire when undertaken to
vindicate them,

Miss Renkin missed her golden opportu-
nity. A dignified, I am against war, but 1
vote 'Yes,' and am ready for the firing line”
would have immortalized the first woman te
git in the House of Representatives,

AN AUSTRALIAN WOMAN VOTER.

Naw York, April 8, 1017

American men do |

When Our V olunt;; .System Failed

L]

Sweeping aside the palterings of the pacif-
ist and the snarves of the disafMected, Con-
gress must here and now declare for univer-
=] military service or fail in ita duty to the
nation. Entering the greatest conflict of all
time, and with ita future at stake, the United
Siates must be provided with an army worthy
of its resources and ndequate for its needs,
Such an army never has been and never can
be secured by recourse to volunteers.

We need not appeal to England’s recent
and costly experiment for an indietment of
the voluntear system. That indictment is
written upon every page of our own expe-
rience. Dependence upon volunteers anatched
vietory from the American Colonies a dozen
times during the Revolution and threatened
the cause of liberty until it was finally saved |
by the regulars of France. In the War of
1812, after volunteer forces had been inglo-
riously expelled from Canada, after the battle
of Bladensburg had heen lost and the national
capital had been burned, James Monroe con-
fossed the failure of voluntary service by
[ roposing conscription. It was & voluntary
system which sent the forees of this coun-
try into the Mexiean War to face over-
whelming odds and risk a fate from which
they were saved only by the genius of their
commanders and the mistakes of their ad-
versaries. And from Bull Run to Gettysburg
the volunteer system under which the Union
entered the Civil War piled failure upon
failure and defeat upon defeat until in des-

peration CUongress resorted to conscription
and the draft. |

Wo ara accustomed to rejoice, and justly.!
in the spirit of 1776, but the difficulties that |
spirit was forced to surmount show in the |
fact that in January, 1776, out of 20,000 vol-
unteer troops authorized thres months befors
only 10,600 had been enlisted and many of
these had not joined the colors,

Four years later, after the colonies had
vainly increased their bounties to volunteers
from ons hundred to one thousand dollars
for each recrult, General Washington de-
clared in a letter to the President of Con-
gresa:

“It is the true policy of America not to
content herself with temporary expedients,
but to endeavor, if possible, to give con-
sistence and solidity to her measures.

. Experience has shown that a per-
emptory draft will be the only effectusl
one. . Had we formed a permanent
army in the beginning, which by the con-
tinuance of men in service had heen capa-
ble of discipline, we should not have had
to retreat with a handful of men across
the Delaware in 1776, trembling for the
fate of America, which nothing but the In-‘
fatuation of the ensmy could have saved.” |

After & lifetime's advocacy of a volunteer,
citizen soldiery, Thomas Jefferson, ohserving
the fallure of the voluntary system in the|
War of 1812, wrote to Secretary Monroe: |

“[t proves mora forcibly the necessity of |
ohliging every clitizen to be a soldier. This
wis the case with the Greeks and Romans,
and must be that of every fres state.
Where there is no oppression thara will be
no pauper hirelings. We must train and
clagsify the whola of our male citizens |

By Stanley J. Quinn

and make.military instruction a regular

part of colleginte education. We can never

he safe till this is done.”

The lesson learned in 1776 and 1812 was
forgotten when the Civil War began. Both
sides entered that conflict with an army of
volunteors, But in 1862 the Confederacy,
more quick than the North to sense the ne-
cossity of universal service, provided that
overy nhle-bodied man between the years of
vighteen and thirty-five was linble to mili-
tary duty. One year later the Federal Con-
gress abandoned the illusions that had misled
the North for twoe disastrous years and
ndopted a compulsory system.

Those who now propose to block universal
service either are ignorant of our military
histary or wilfully prefer to sec this nation
play n shameful and perhaps disastrous part
in the great events through which the world
is passing. Whether our armies are now
needed in Furope to seal the fate of the au-
tocracy that 1s seeking to impose its will on
the world, or whether they will he employed
here at home to protect the nation from the
possible results of this world-wide upheaval,
in beside the guestion. The United States is
now at war with the greatest military force
wver nssembled, 1t must have an army, and
it must secure and maintain that army®in
the only way that experience has shown to be
effective, .

A volunteer system that failed when the
freedom of America was in the balance, and
that failed sngain when our existence as a
nation was threatened, cannot be relied upon
in the present erigis. Committed to tremen-
dous struggle, the United States must come,
sooner or later, to a system of compulsory
and universal aerviee. And for every day
and every hour that is wasted in a futile de-
pendence on  volunteers the nation must
eventually pay, in lives, in treasure and in
opportunity.

It is distressing to learn that certain mem-
hers of Congress now douht the “popularity”
of universal service. This is no time for
Congress to consider the temporary and loeal
effect of its nctions, It is time to think of
the future of a nation rather than the tem-
per of constituency. But what hope of a vol-
unteer army ean any legislator entertain who
doubts the “popularity” of a universal ays-
tem which justly distributes the burdens of

| military service among those best able to bear

them?

Congrese alone hns the power to declare
war, Congress alone has power to “raise and
support armies.” And, having committed the
nation to war, Congress must now “raise and
support” an army that is fit to represent the
nation.

For three vears the country has watched
war clouds approsch. It has wondered and
protested ut the innctivity of legislators who
ohuerved the portents, but made no prepara-
tion for the storm. It is in no mood now to
brook interference or opposition from those
who should have provided for an adequate
military force while we were still at peace.

To doubt the “popularity” of universal ser-
vice is to helittle the patriotism of the youth
of America, Nothing can keep Americans
from the service of their country save, per-
haps, the thought that shirkers and cowards
may profit from their sacrifice.

The time for sophistry und sham has
pasged. The fires of patriotism and loyalty

are alight in millions of hearts, And for each |

man who sincerely loves his country loyalty
and patriotism spell but one thing—service,

' not where and when he pleases, but service

where and when his eountry calls.

Russia Not a Parallel

Thinking, Unknown in Germany

To the Editor of The Tribune. |

Sir: Those who ave looking for a revolution |
in Germany should note the difference between |
that ecountry and Russia. For fifty years|
Russia’s revolutionists, in the main, hava been
wintellectunls.” Siberia's prison camps lave
been populated by students of Russian uni-
versities.

In Germany the reverse has been true.
Sinea 1848 its professorial class have been nu-
toeracy's abject slaves, They ure a vital part
of the Kaiser's machine. Without their inces-
gant drilling of the German mind, making it
& matrix, plastic to any dictum they enuneiate
to support the gospel that
right,” it would have been impossible for the |
Kuiser to have rendered the German thought |
appeal based upon prinei-

“might makes

| impervious to any
ple. The early in t

| The “Little Land™ Idea

The Essence of Democracy, Individual | Tilling Small Plots Helps Food Supply

and Individuals

To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: The attention you have given to the
feod question as am important part of pre-
purednesy indicates a broad-minded journal-
ism, and, as many of your readers seem in-
terested in the subject, I am calling their at-
tention to # magazine published in San Fran-
cizeo, “Little Lands in America,” a periodiecal
of propagande. This magazine takes for its
slogan “Ruralize the Cities,” and says to the
back-to-the-lander, “Learn to feed yourself.”
The back-to-the-land movement failed because
people put their money into a business be-
fore they had learned it

We “Little Landers” have no isms and no
quarrel with any system of government, com-
merce or social 1ife. We note that all is not

well in the world and offer & simple home
i . - . ' 1 1

he war pronunciamento of | yumedy to relieve much immediate distress.|
|

under- | We merely point out that there is ample his- |
torical and scientific evidence that a nation

ninety-four leading German professors,
writing every erime which the Kaiser's war |
machine had perpetrated or would perpetrate, | geteriorstes when the cities become over-|
| was an exhibition of moralll qrf:u?;::;n:ng 0| \orpe and congested: there is some poetical
: ulli{‘:\:-uz‘l:l!m‘:l;!e!t':l‘;'t t.hl:.::ci'uli;tls f;!orl c;ut 0 Il‘omment on that subject for those who like a
| Wilhelm's hand is shown in the present at. dnsh of literary flavor in the testimony sub-

| tempt of its so-called leaders to snare the | mitted.
' Russian democracy into & separate peace, On the other hand, it has been thoroughly

| These are the same munikins that hegmployedl_ aemonstrated that progress and much of the
ilrl the attempt to debauch the Italian social- | chgrm of c_m‘hzcd existence originate in the |
ists to keep Ttaly from joining the Allies, | cities, and it is not wise, nor is it practicable, |
| "All of this shows that the very essence of | t© halt abruptly the growth of urban life. We |
| democracy—individual thinking—is unknown -m-!,-sh to utilize to the fullest extent the ben- |
in this ruthless and scientifically brutal au-| ¢fits of city life, but to modify the evils, and |
| tocracy, There is no present sign that the di- gar S8 & Somijrumiite the yaomtd oity, i)
| vine spark is aflame in the German breast. | Which, as far as possible, each individual shall|
Until that spark is lighted a real revolution is till n small piece of land.
s ROBERT BAKER. Little Landers ,h“‘fi plannaed a very slow de-
i Brooklyn, April 10, 1917. vilopment of I:has idea, but the present nb-[
normal conditions have intensified the need |
= ; for immediate attention to the subject, We |
! We Need a Coalition of Brains | believed the matter was to be a p!?:@nll one, |
| To the Editor of The Tribune, ' the solution of the food problem to be indi-
I Sir: Referring to vour cditorial ol to- vidual, _ami collective effort would be fnri
: day, what is the matter with having a coali- | communities or development concerns to take
' up #s a business proposition, but the atten- |

| tion Cabinet, not necessurily a coalition of | e ]
parties, but & coalition of brains. We do | l‘-luulf.uriopu has given to small gardens Li.it.-|
| not want Republican leaders or Democratic | tle Lands) s3 a wartime measure warrants

[ the belief that it should receive the f '
| : e = L 8 e fullest |
| leaders as such in the Cabinet; we want the| .01 Siate and national consideration. In the|

most efficient man in each respective branch | - or time I am working my own little gm_d(:;
- 4 |

ns 8 small, personal eontribution to the na-
tional defence, LITTLE LANDER.
Hollis, Loug Ialand, Apri! 6, 1917,

| from the back than will be killed by the

| Your editorial *“A Great Democracy's
Navy"” shows to Mr. Daniels’s eredit that he
| has made Annapolis more democratic, less n|
| representative of class rule. So far, =0 good,
| As to his other shortcomings, he has been a3
others, no more, no less. Chairman Dent, of Sir: We are about to witness the heart-
| the House Military Affairs Committee, to-day | vending spectacle of u Congress, which nfterl
shows himself to be mors of n resctionist| jeclaring war against the m Ao el
land should draw vour heaviest fire. Hel| .. o : tost gigantie mili-

tary power in the world, is now preparing to
interpose every possible obstacle ugainst the

Will Americ:!::'.ver Wake Up»

To the Editor of The Tribune.

counter, Maryl ight i ] %
I\\'nuld. ;f1::{1f::di:“£ldvl\:ﬂt:J.l::i:"lﬂ; ;r:‘::‘ L and die a tn_{:umr.il deaths in the deadly sus- | universsl training which should make him
¥ a | penze of waiting for news, and know too well | and others like him a target for every citi- |

| formation of an adequate army for the de-|
tence of the country against that savage and |

~ent who loves his country and wants a square |
relentless power, Will America ever wake|

deal for every one, PETER E. ALLIOT.
Passale, N, J., April 10, 1017, up? HARRY B. LOGAN.
) New York, April 10, 1917, l
e il {

Send Men Behind the Line - - {
To the Editor of The Tribuue. The Weakness of Democracies in War!

Sir: Even if the United States could not|To the Editor of The Tribune. |
put a trained body of 100,000 fighting men in Sir: It is indeed regrettable that politieal
the European trenches, it certainly would be | feeling makes it necessary to remove the
pussible to send 100,000 trained engineers, sblest man in the United States military ser-
sappers, miners, road builders, bridge build- | vice from the important point, New York
ers, ete.. with their proper aquipment. Such ! City, to Atlanta, Ga. This is one thing that
& body of men, under the command of a man|a monarchy would not do, and shows in a
like General Goethals, would be invaluable; | most emphatic manner the 'rnilitary weakness
they coluld be sent at once, and would release | of demoeratic government, wherein politics
::.eg:}:':;!t:nrmn.umber of trained no]’dl;r![:ur and not reason sways.

., y s 3 '\ r . T
New York, April 10, 1917, Boston, Mase, Aprit 1o a0t

| different ideas.

! a2
and F

Universal Service =
Bill Should Be “H

Passed atO,L

|
2
The Only Safe and Honest w..,“h'..-
the Government to Deal with -
the People

From The Mansufacturers' Peeard,

One of the first mets to be passed by
specisl mession of Congress should by »
universal military training, to taks .g.““
mediately, N

It would be a shame upon our
to depend upon the high-spirited, 2
men who at the eall of the Pnsidu:m‘
volunteer, while millions of others would
shirk their responsibility. The very Powg
of the civilization of this eountry, as way
case in-En‘Imd. would volunteer, 'Ml'ﬁ
one reason and anolher, some from cownrg.
iee and some from a desire to make
:-hile their fellow men were fighting theip |

attles, would not be on the firing line 1
| The only =afe and honest way ‘or
government to deal with the people of thy
land is to enact & law for compulsory mu"..d
service, not only to meet the present emer
gency, but for the future. Thorough com
| pulsory military training of the young -';
of the country as they reach the milj
age would give an experience that is
needed to millions of young men who ek
the physical and moral development whigy
would come from the discipline of the army,

It is universally recognized that miﬂhr;
diseipline in schools and colleges s helpe
ful, and yot the students in these collepy
need this training and discipling far oy
than the boys and young men who do et
have the opportunity of going to & eolls
Under compulsory military training gu:
element of the country, foreign-bomn s
native, white and black, the corner loafe |
{and the loafing son of the millionaire, wesld

ba given the benefit of a training whis
woulil make for seif-control, for develop
ment of physical strength, for conservatiog
of physieal and mental powers, trained and
diseiplined to understand this country,
recognize the American flag, and that alony
as the flag of loyalty. The eountry would
be welded into a more homogencous mas
and millions of people might he made ts have
a higher realization of tha meaning of aw
| and order and a higher respect for autharity,

The great foreign element of the countmy
would be brought to a clear understanding
of what our country stands for, and we
should have under this system no such dis
respect and disloyalty to the flag as we now
see in evidence in many places,

Present conditiona emphasize as nothing
else could have done the need of this unmie
versal military training alike for the pressst
situation and to meet future conditions, It
is pre-eminently important that in creating
an army to meet the emergency of the houe
the country should not depend upon the
volunteer patriotism of its peaple, but should
require every man to bear his full shere
of the responsibility of protecting the coms.
try and maintaining civilization. It is &f
fieult to think of anything more unfair the
to expect volunteers to risk their lives sud
to give up their business out of pure patriok
ism while they know that they are doing this
for the protection and the benefit of millions
who are hiding behind them and who heps
to reap the benefits of what the voluntesn
| may do.

In advance of any bill for universal com
pulsory military training, or as a part of it
rthere should be enacted s messure for ab
| solute prohibition of all alecholie drinks la

the army and around army eamps, or, i
| finitely better, an absoluts prohihition of the
manufacture and sale of uleoholic drinis
throughout the country. Secretary Daniels
to his everlasting eredit, has abolished drink
ing in the navy, and this is one resson hack
! of the attacks that are being made upen

him, The whiskey inierests are powerfy
enough to organize many campaigns of sl
der and vituperation sgainst him and caus
many to criticise him whe do not know that
they are being used ns the tools of the
| whiskey gang. 1f the navy men abolish
Ilu'hiskey. let the army do the same, and o

pocially should the government do it befors

it puts compulsory training into effect. Wo
want to develop the young men of the patisa
physically, mentally and morally by military
discipline and training, and not to sap thalt
moral character by surrounding them by {3
curse of the rum seller.

Penalizing Patriotism
To the Editoy of The Tribune.

Sir: Now that the question of universsl
service is about to be brought before Cor
gress, it might be apropes to relate the fi
lowing as one of the evils attendant upon &
volunteer system. £

The other day the writer was talking with
threa men, all of military age. The ma
man said he would go if necessary, but did
not wish to leave his family if it could b
avoided, The other two, single, physically
sound, and with no dependents, held quitt
One said he was afraid
would be forced to join the army, so [ af
him to coma up to the armory and enlist ind
regiment where he would be acquaited Wi
some of the men. He refused, and asked
knew of sny way he could avoid sering
oven asked if I had any influence with ot
of the medical officers of the regiment
if so, if | would use it to have him re]
as physically unfit, his idea being to ofe
himself for enlistment and have it "arTal
=0 that he would be rejected. Then, 0
of conseription, he could point to his e
tion from the National Guard and thus o
tempt to avoid serving. Doubtless this
would not be successful even if the
officers and men were willing to perjure
selves for him, but it goen to show what
men will try to do to avoid doing their d¥ih
These sentiments were seconded by the
He then said, "Now that ail you men
going off to war there pught to be & l:,‘
chance back here, and we want to ‘clean
before you get back.” .

Is it net actually penalizing :;mo_r-:'ll'
allow such vermin to remain at home !
fort while others veluntarily go in defesdt

. . -
¢ an idesl, and even give their livess
of an id and ¢ K 6 5. N. G. N, ¥,
New York, April 10, 1917,

Not for Germans Only
rdit The Tribune. |
Kditor of ::wnd. of Michigas: L
for the suspen

To the

Sir: Senator To
introduced a bill ealling
of :he two-year rule in the l'lnun'llll'l'-“"lr
German aliens who have been here “.',' 8
quired amount of time, | am 'l‘lt'lﬂ-‘:m
favor of this bill, but I should like to &5

H ¢ d.
why only Germans are included.
There are thousands of I’Jlﬂh:l‘:“g”"
rench aliens who wre A
but who have, through negl

citizens,
d to declare their |

L vise, fuile
‘t"cono;!e:‘\\;;;'e the:'i are thousands throu
the United States who have lived here TEC
all their lives, but, owing 10 their Ion:. Y
of work and the earlier olosing time Sash
Buresu of Naturalization, have beed
o take out their first papers. il
: B‘::h of these classes are now n:u-:i !
serve their country, which officially 18 =
their country. [ believe that there sl:.
sands of young men who would l:: L'j
“oldiers and are ready to fight for "
States, but would rather do so knowing
the law has recognized them as »

New York, April 10, 1917. L



